
Brussels, 12 February 2016

COST 013/16

DECISION

Subject: Memorandum of Understanding for the implementation of the COST Action
“Citizen Science to promote creativity, scientific literacy, and innovation
throughout Europe” (CS-EU) CA15212

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State will find attached the Memorandum of
Understanding for the COST Action Citizen Science to promote creativity, scientific literacy, and innovation
throughout Europe approved by the Committee of Senior Officials through written procedure on 12
February 2016.



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

For the implementation of a COST Action designated as

COST Action CA15212
CITIZEN SCIENCE TO PROMOTE CREATIVITY, SCIENTIFIC LITERACY, AND INNOVATION

THROUGHOUT EUROPE (CS-EU)

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State, accepting the present Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) wish to undertake joint activities of mutual interest and declare their common
intention to participate in the COST Action (the Action), referred to above and described in the Technical
Annex of this MoU.

The Action will be carried out in accordance with the set of COST Implementation Rules approved by the
Committee of Senior Officials (CSO), or any new document amending or replacing them:

a.  “Rules for Participation in and Implementation of COST Activities” (COST 132/14);
b.  “COST Action Proposal Submission, Evaluation, Selection and Approval” (COST 133/14);
c.  “COST Action Management, Monitoring and Final Assessment” (COST 134/14);
d.  “COST International Cooperation and Specific Organisations Participation” (COST 135/14).

The main aim and objective of the Action is to bundle capacities across Europe to investigate and extend
the impact of the scientific, educational, policy, and civic outcomes of citizen science in order to gauge the
potential of citizen science as enabler of social innovation and socio-ecological transition. This will be
achieved through the specific objectives detailed in the Technical Annex.

The economic dimension of the activities carried out under the Action has been estimated, on the basis of
information available during the planning of the Action, at EUR 100 million in 2015.

The MoU will enter into force once at least five (5) COST Member Countries and/or COST Cooperating
State have accepted it, and the corresponding Management Committee Members have been appointed, as
described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.

The COST Action will start from the date of the first Management Committee meeting and shall be
implemented for a period of four (4) years, unless an extension is approved by the CSO following the
procedure described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.
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TECHNICAL ANNEX
OVERVIEW

Summary
We are witnessing a remarkable growth of citizen science (CS), that is, the participation of people from all
walks of life in scientific research. The main aim of this Action is to bundle capacities across Europe to
investigate and extend the impact of the scientific, educational, policy, and civic outcomes of citizen science
with the stakeholders from all sectors concerned (e.g., policy makers, social innovators, citizens, cultural
organizations, researchers, charities and NGOs), to gauge the potential of citizen science as enabler of
social innovation and socio-ecological transition. The Action will explore the potential transformative power
of citizen science for smart, inclusive, and sustainable ends, and will provide frameworks for the exploitation
of the potential of European citizens for science and innovation. The relevance and timeliness of the Action
derive from the recent explosion of activity around citizen science, as ordinary people and researchers
begin to understand the power of technological devices which allow them to record the environment around
them and share and collectively interpret data and knowledge to advance science and society.

Given the trans-disciplinarity of citizen science, the Action will benefit from the different contributions and
perspectives from a range of disciplines and research cultures. As the latter rarely overlap and engage
directly, the Action provides an ideal means for knowledge sharing and focused development on the topic
by enabling better integration of separate national activities at a European and international scale.

Areas of Expertise Relevant for the Action
● Biological sciences: Conservation biology, ecology, genetics
● Social and economic geography: Social and industrial
ecology
● Other  engineering and technologies: Sustainability for other
engineering and technologies
● Sociology: Sociology of science
● Educational sciences: Education: training, pedagogy,
didactics

Keywords
● citizen science
● capacity building
● sustainable development
● participation
● social and technological innovation

Specific Objectives
To achieve the main objective described in this MoU, the following specific objectives shall be
accomplished:

Research Coordination
● Review the current landscape of CS projects in different areas and deriving from different communities
(e.g., science, cyberscience, Do-It-Yourself). By clarifying the state-of-the-art, this activity will highlight
strengths/opportunities of employing CS data and other contributions, in addition to limitations/areas that
need development for future research activity.
● Identify and enhance good practices that can be applied to CS projects in different areas.
● Provide outcome assessment of CS projects for evidence-based public policy action geared towards
tackling societal problems.
● Share experiences and research challenges in using CS in teaching in formal education and in
community-based learning.
● Explore ways for integrating data and knowledge collated through CS initiatives and suggest mechanisms
for standardization, interoperability, and quality control.
● Draw implications of CS outcomes for the stakeholders from all sectors concerned, including policy
makers, social innovators, citizens, cultural organizations, researchers, and charities and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs).
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Capacity Building
● Include experts from COST Member Countries and International Partner Countries to create a solid
global network of experts.
● Encourage engagement and mobility of Early-Career European researchers from a variety of disciplinary
areas to foster collaboration and/or to learn new methods not available at their institutions.
● Collaborate with the international community in CS.
● Stimulate knowledge-sharing and policy-learning across national boundaries and among researchers,
educators, policy-makers, NGOs, and civil society.
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